
   

  
            

               
      

   
         

           
      
           

         
          

  
           

         
    

  

 
    

  

     
            

         
              
           

          

William H. Wetsel Middle School 
2022-2023 English 8 

Robert Price, Grace Estes 

Introduction and Overview 
Welcome to eighth grade English class. We are looking forward to working with 
each student this year. This class will focus on the development of writing skills, language 
usage, word study, mechanics, and literary analysis. 

Goals for the Year 
● Read and understand a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 
● Identify the elements of fiction, including setting, plot, character, theme and conflict. 
● Identify and explain analogies and figurative language. 
● Analyze literature to understand the relationship between the text and its components, 

such as plot, author's choice of words, and figurative language. 
● Use the study of literature to develop and enhance writing skills. 
● Develop vocabulary skills. 
● Complete a variety of writing assignments to introduce and refine expressive language. 
● Use the writing process to develop a polished final product. 
● Refine grammar and usage skills. 
● Practice vocabulary skills. 

Literature, 2022-2023 
Textbook: HMH Into Literature Virginia 

Unit 1: Gadgets and Glitches, Unit 2: The Thrill of Horror, Unit 3: Places We Call Home, Unit 4: The Fight for Freedom, Unit 5: Finding 

Your Path, Unit 6: The Legacy of Anne Frank 

Tentative novel selections 
(Class novels will be chosen from this list.) 

The Diary of Anne Frank, Brave, The Book Thief, The Time Machine, ,The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, The Outsiders, Out 
of the Dust, Number the Stars, Summer of My German Soldier, The Giver 

General Class Rules and Attendance Policy 
1. Students are expected to follow all school rules, as described in the handbook. 
2. Respect for oneself, classmates, teachers, and the classroom is expected. 
3. Students need to be in class and prepared to begin when the tardy bell rings. 
4. Students are expected to bring all required materials to class every day. 

Because of limited space, backpacks are not allowed in the classroom. 



 
     

 

   
   
 

 

    
    

 

       
    
      

 

    
     

 
       

      
         

           
         

    
  

  
  

               
  

  

    
         

             
                  

       

School Rules: 
We Show our BLUE at WMS: 

1. Be Respectful 

a. Respect others personal space 
b. Listen and pay attention 
c. Follow directions 

2. Learn Everyday 

a. Engage yourself in classroom conversations 
b. Ask questions for deeper understanding 

3. Understand Responsibilities 

a. Be prepared for instruction with all necessary materials 
b. Arrive to class on time 
c. Clean up after yourself before you leave 

4. Encourage Everyone 

a. Assist others who need help 
b. Include everyone when working in groups 

Tardy Policy 
First Tardy to Class: Warning and teacher speaks to student 
Second tardy to Class: Warning and teacher contacts parent 
Third tardy: Teacher contacts parent and assigns one day of lunch detention 
Subsequent tardies: Teacher contacts parent and writes a referral, student serves one hour of 
After-School Detention, after school detention and parent conference with administration. 

Grading 
Grades are calculated as follows: 

● Classwork/Homework = 20% 
● Quizzes = 30% 
● Tests = 50% 

Grades will be updated in Power School within one week, with the exception of projects or 
lengthy writing assignments. 

Late Daily Homework 
8th Grade: 

Homework, Class Work, Projects/Writing Prompts: 
● Lose 5 points per day late with a maximum penalty of 20 points 
● Not turned in by the end of the 9 weeks reporting period (0% F) 

**Homework category is never more than 10% of the student’s overall grade. All classes for high school credit 
will follow the high school late work policy. 



 

               
      

    
    

VDOE Standards: 
https://doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/stds_english8.pdf 

Communication 
If a parent/guardian needs to communicate with a teacher, please call the office and leave a 
message (948-3783) or see email addresses below. 

Grace Estes - email: gestes@madisonschools.k12.va.us 
Robert Price - email: rprice@madisonschools.k12.va.us 

https://doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/stds_english8.pdf
mailto:rprice@madisonschools.k12.va.us
mailto:gestes@madisonschools.k12.va.us



